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was coming to these parts with 37 galleons and other vessels (which
was on January 5, 1586)3 he took all advisable measures for the
defence of the city. He brought in the Indians of the repartimiento
(with their arms) and assembled the townsmen of Tolu and Mom-
pox, which lie in this jurisdiction. He built trenches about the city
and with his troops took up strong positions commanding its
approaches.
On the 20th1 of that month he received word from La Yaguana
that the enemy had taken the city of Santo Domingo on the nth.
On February7 16 another advice-boat put in on board of which was
Don Francisco Maldonado of Rio de la Hacha, son-in-law of the
campmaster, who said that he had come from the city of Santo
Domingo where he had been when the enemy sacked the place. He
said that the corsair would arrive here within eight days and that
he was very strong and had about 1000 effectives. As appeared
afterwards^ this gentleman was mistaken in believing the corsair to
be so strong or to have so many men. His report caused cowardly
persons to weaken with fright.
On the morning of Ash Wednesday, February 19, an advice-boat
arrived from Spain with the information that His Majesty would
send a large fleet thither in search of the corsair^ which fleet would
arrive very shortly. This news much consoled the people, who
supposed that the galleons would reach here as soon as the enemy.
At 12 o'clock on this day the enemy's fleet was sighted. It bore
down upon the port and anchored near Point Hicacos, within the
harbour.
The governor and all the foot and horse went out upon the beach
in martial array, as did the Indians^ that the enemy might see them
as he came up to enter the port. Later he stated that he had estimated
our troops to be over 1500 foot and 1000 Indians.
This corsair's galleons numbered 23 with three shallops and some
pinnaces. Don Francisco Maldonado5 who was here, said that this
was not all of the corsair's fleet since at Santo Domingo he had 34
galleons and must have left the rest of his (p. 2) ships behind. This
was considered very unfortunate, since so many men were required
to oppose the fleet which was in the harbour.
Tlie forces under the governor this day in the city were 25 horse
and few more than 430 foot. To the captain of the fort at Boqueron
he assigned 50 men. He had built an earth-work near Hanged
Man's Swamp, on the beach, where three pieces of artillery were
set up. If the enemy had left any ships behind, any forces landing
1 Or 24th, according to Document No. 23 post. Cf. p. xlv ante, n. 7.